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The Smithsonian's National Portrait
Gallery is a place whose purpose is

to illuminate the American experience
and help people understand it.

Its collections and programs bring
visitors face-to-face with important
questions about our shared identity,

our individual place within it, and about
what it means to be an American. The
National Portrait Gallery tells stories

of discovery, achievement, character
and imagination in fields ranging from
astronomy to stardom, politics to sports,
scientific invention to artistic expression.
[t explores the American experience

"at eye level” by shining a light on
people who helped shape our history:.

One of the goals of the National
Portrait Gallery is to portray the rich-
ness and diversity of the American
experience and to be a place that
engages people in thoughtful and
informed dialogue about national



identity, character and accomplishment.
We seek to generate excitement, curios-
ity and knowledge about portraiture as
a vibrant art form and as a unique portal
into American history and biography
through informative, thought-provoking
and innovative programs.

We want visitors to the National Portrait
Gallery to have an experience that goes
"beyond the frame"—with people who
take us beyond the ordinary to remark-
able achievement; beyond the conven-
tional to bold new frontiers; beyond
the expected to places of limitless
vision and imagination.

As a complement to the Smithsonian Institution’s broad and
challenging Strategic Plan, the National Portrait Gallery’s
Strategic Plan reflects the shared vision and enthusiasm
of the National Portrait Gallery’s Commissioners, its staff
and volunteers, its members and donors, and its partners
throughout the world in the ongoing work of visual biogra-
phy. We owe sincere thanks to those who led this effort,
especially Commission vice chair John Boochever and the
Strategy and Finance Committee; Associate Director Nik
Apostolides and NPG staff teams; and Carole Neves and
the Smithsonian Office of Policy & Analysis.

Jack H. Watson, Jr., CHAIRMAN
Martin E. Sullivan, pIRECTOR

JANUARY 2011












BECOME THE PREEMINENT
ARENA, ONSITE AND
ONLINE, FOR ENGAGEMENT
AND DIALOGUE ABOUT
NATIONAL IDENTITY AND
ACCOMPLISHMENT, AND
THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE.







ILLUMINATE THE FACE

OF AMERICAN HISTORY
THROUGH THE POWER
OF VISUAL BIOGRAPHY.







REFLECT AND PORTRAY
THE DIVERSITY OF THE
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE.







GENERATE EXCITEMENT,
CURIOSITY, AND KNOWLEDGE
ABOUT PORTRAITURE AS
BOTH A VIBRANT ART FORM
AND A UNIQUE PORTAL INTO
AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY.







SECURE F' SOURCES
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WHO ARE THE MEN AND WOMEN IN OUR SHARED PAST, AND IN OUR OWN TIME, WHO TOUCH OUR HEARTS AND MINDS, TEACH US, AND INSPIRE US?

GEORGE STRAIT BY MICHAEL O BRIEN (DETAIL), DIGITAL INKJET PRINT, 1991 (PRINTED 2009); GIFT OF BILL AND SALLY WITTLIFF,

© MICHAEL O BRIEN; ALBERT EINSTEIN BY PHILIPPE HALSMAN (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1947 (PRINTED C.1979) © PHILIPPE
HALSMAN ARCHIVE; MARILYN MONROE BY DAVID D. GEARY (DETAIL), COLOR POSITIVE TRANSPARENCY, 1954; GIFT OF DAVID D. GEARY;
AUDREY HEPBURN BY PHILIPPE HALSMAN (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1955 © PHILIPPE HALSMAN ARCHIVE; RACHEL CARSON

BY UNA HANBURY, BRONZE, 1965; BENJAMIN FRANKLIN BY JOSEPH SIFFRED DUPLESSIS, OIL ON CANVAS C.1785; GIFT OF THE MORRIS
AND GWENDOLYN CAFRITZ FOUNDATION.

JESSYE NORMAN BY IRVING PENN (DETAIL), PLATINUM-PALLADIUM PRINT, 1983 (PRINTED 1985); GIFT OF IRVING PENN, © 1983 THE
CONDE NAST PUBLICATIONS INC.; DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN BY RICHARD AVEDON (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, JULY 12, 1976;

THIS ACQUISITION WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS FROM JEANE W. AUSTIN AND THE JAMES SMITHSON SOCIETY,

© RICHARD AVEDON; JOHN COLTRANE BY ROY DECARAVA (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1961 © ROY DECARAVA; IRENE CASTLE BY
BARON ADOLPH DE MEYER (DETAIL), PHOTOGRAVURE, 1919 © ESTATE OF ERNEST DEMEYER, REPRESENTED BY SOTHEBY'S NEW YORK;
JULIA CHILD BY DAVID A. MARLIN (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1971, ACQUIRED THROUGCH THE GENEROSITY OF ANN M. SHUMARD
IN HONOR OF THOMAS D. MATTESON, © DAVID A. MARLIN; SEQUOYAH BY HENRY INMAN (DETAIL), OIL ON CANVAS, C. 1830.

STANLEY KUBRICK BY DMITRI KASTERINE (DETAIL), DIGITAL INKJET PRINT, 1969 (PRINTED 2009) © 2009 DMITRI KASTERINE; KATHARINE
GRAHAM BY RICHARD AVEDON (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, MAR. 11, 1976; THIS ACQUISITION WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM JEANE W. AUSTIN AND THE JAMES SMITHSON SOCIETY, © 1976 RICHARD AVEDON; WOODY ALLEN BY PHILIPPE
HALSMAN (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT ON PAPER, 1969; GIFT OF STEVE BELLO IN MEMORY OF JANE HALSMAN BELLO, © PHILIPPE
HALSMAN ARCHIVE; HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON BY GINNY STANFORD (DETAIL), TRIPTYCH—CENTER PANEL: ACRYLIC ON CANVAS
STRETCHED OVER A WOOD PANEL; TWO SIDE PANELS: GOLD LEAF ON WOOD, 2006; GIFT OF OF AMBASSADOR ELIZABETH F. BAGLEY AND
MR. SMITH BAGLEY, ROBERT B. BARNETT, SUSIE TOMPKINS BUELL, THE BOEING COMPANY, BUFFY AND WILLIAM CAFRITZ, DAVID V. AND
JUDITH E. CAPES, ALBERT AND CLAIRE DWOSKIN, CATHERINE SPITZER GIDLOW, JILL AND KENNETH ISCOL, AMBASSADOR AND MRS. PHILIP
LADER, RUESCH FAMILY FOUNDATION, CORKY HALE AND MIKE STOLLER, AND LEON AND MARY STRAUSS; ANNA ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
BY CLARA SIPPRELL (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1949; BEQUEST OF PHYLLIS FENNER; BARBRA STREISAND BY PHILIPPE HALSMAN
(DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1965 © PHILIPPE HALSMAN ARCHIVE.

JAY-Z (BORN SHAWN CARTER) BY DAN WINTERS (DETAIL), DIGITAL PIGMENT PRINT, 2003 (PRINTED 2010), GIFT OF BILL AND SALLY
WITTLIFF, © DAN WINTERS PHOTOGRAPHY; ANNA MAY WONG BY NICKOLAS MURAY (DETAIL), COLOR CARBRO PRINT, 1937 © NICKO
LAS MURAY PHOTO ARCHIVES; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BY ROBERT ADELMAN (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1963 © ROBERT
ADELMAN; JOHN SINGLETON COPLEY (SELF-PORTRAIT), OIL ON CANVAS, 1780-1784, GIFT OF THE MORRIS AND GWENDOLYN
CAFRITZ FOUNDATION AND MATCHING FUNDS FROM THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION; SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL BY YOUSUF

KARSH (DETAIL), GELATIN SILVER PRINT, 1941 © YOUSUF KARSH.
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